June 23, 2008

(To the members of the Ohio Legislature who voted against the bill)

We, the undersigned organizations and individuals, applaud your vote against House Bill
477, the English-only measure sponsored by Representative Robert Mecklenborg.

As the Cleveland Plain Dealer wrote in a June 1 editorial, HB 477 “is a solution in search
of a problem.” This bill would only divide Ohio’s residents at a time we need to come
together. Our state faces a great deal of challenges. We don’t need policies that target
immigrants and Hispanics but end up harming business investment and economic
development in our state.

We need policies that look for ways to build bridges among all Ohioans, and particularly
among minority communities, who are more empowered when speaking with a united
voice. A united Ohio is a stronger Ohio.

We deeply appreciate your leadership in voting against a bill that would send the wrong
message about Ohio to the rest of the country and the world.

Sincerely,

HOLA (Hispanas Organizadas de Lake y Ashtabula)
Ashtabula, Ohio

Hispanic Roundtable
Cleveland, Ohio

Munsup Seoh, Ph.D.

Department of Mathematics and Statistics
Wright State University

Dayton, Ohio

La Sagrada Familia Catholic Church
Cleveland, Ohio

Isabel Framer, Chair
National Association of Judiciary Interpreters and Translators
Copley, Ohio



Greater Cleveland Immigrant Support Network
Cleveland, Ohio

Mary Isa Garayua
OCCHA - (Organizacion Civica y Cultural Hispana Americana, Inc.)
Youngstown, Ohio

Margaret Wong and Assoc.
Cleveland, Ohio

UFCW Local 1099

ACLU Of Ohio

Latinos Unidos
Youngstown, Ohio

Advanced Language Access, Inc.
Columbus, Ohio

Richard J. Wyderski, MD, MMM, FACP

Associate Residency Program Director

Wright State University Department of Medicine

Medical Director

The Medical Surgical Health Center at Miami Valley Hospital
Dayton, Ohio

Mexican American Legal Defense and Education Fund
(MALDEF)

Daria Dillard Stone,
Parents Advancing Choice in Education, Inc. - PACE
Dayton, Ohio

Kym Hemley, MSW, MPH
Program Officer
Sisters of Charity Foundation of Cleveland

Ruth M. Rubio-Pino
Multi-Cultural Translations & Resource Ctr.
Cleveland, OH



Jorge H. Martinez
Cincinnati, Ohio

Dorinda Moreno
Community for Immigrant Rights
SF Bay area, California

Law Office of Louis Edward Valencia, Il
Cincinnati, Ohio

Butler County Community Alliance
Hamilton, Ohio

Kenneth D. Keith Jr.
Candidate for the 54th district State Representative to the Ohio General Assembly
Hamilton, Ohio

Ruben Castillo Herrera
Latino Leader Shift Initiative
Columbus, Ohio

Tim Walters

Community Organizer

May Dugan Multi-Service Center
Cleveland, Ohio

Kate E. Masley, Ph.D., CD (DONA)
Cleveland State University
Department of Health Sciences
Faculty Member

Lynn Tramonte
Cleveland Hts., Ohio

Student Activists for Language and Cultural Exchange (SALCE)
Miami University
Oxford, Ohio

Jason Riveiro
Ohio State Director
League of United Latin American Citizens (LULAC)



