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Ohio’s population is shrinking – except for immigrants and New Americans, and 
especially growth in the Hispanic & Latino community.   

 
The need to help these new Ohioans integrate with life in the United States has never 

been greater. 
 
 

 
 

According to the 2008 American Community Survey Ohio’s Hispanic community is 
comprised of about 300,000 people, accounting for 2.5% of the Ohio population. 
Ohio’s Hispanic population has  more than doubled since 1980.  
 

• 290,543 - 2.5% of the Ohio population 
• 29.5%  percent increase in population since 2000 
• 69,000 were born outside the U.S. 
•  51 percent are of Mexican ancestry 

Growing Impact 
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 A mosaic 

• Nearly half of the 
Hispanic population is 
Mexican, and nearly 30% 
is Puerto Rican. 

 
• 1 in every 48 persons in 

Ohio is Latino. 
 
• About 1 of every 6 people 

added to Ohio’s 
population b/w 2000 and 
2006 was Latino. 

Mexican, 50%

Puerto Rican, 
28%

Cuban, 2%

Other, 20%

By Origin 

Generations 

• Nearly 75% of the Latino population is 
native born. 

 
• From 1990 to 2000 the Latino population 

growth in Ohio for the age group 0-15 
years was 52.2%, compared to an 
overall population growth of only 2.2% in 
this age group. 

 
• Of all children under age 18 in Ohio in 

2007, 147,342 or 5.7 percent resided in 
immigrant families (i.e., with at least one 
foreign-born parent). 

 
• Of all children with immigrant parents in 

Ohio, 80.1 percent were US citizens by 
birth. 
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 Contribution to the Economy 

• There are more than 7,100 Hispanic-
owned businesses in Ohio. 

 
• Of that number, businesses with a 

payroll total 1,345 and, combined, 
employ more than 11,300 workers 
with an annual payroll of more than 
$270 million.  

 
• Receipts for those businesses top $1 

billion with receipts for all Hispanic-
run businesses approaching $1.3 
billion. 

 
• The health care and social 

assistance sector represents 16% of 
all Hispanic businesses compared to 
9% for the state as a whole. Retail is 
second coming in at 12%. 

Hispanic-Owned Businesses 

Service to the Country 

• According to the 
Department of Veterans 
Affairs, there are 11,000 
Hispanic Veterans in Ohio. 

 
• Four percent of Ohio 

Latinos are also Veterans. 
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  English-Speaking 

• There are 59,738  foreign-born 
Ohioans who are Spanish-speaking.  
Of those, 54% also speak English well’ 
or ‘very well.’ 

 
• There are 158,067 native-born 

Ohioans who are Spanish-speaking.  
Of those, 87% speak English ‘well’ or 
‘very well.’ 

 
• Only 14% of the Hispanic foreign-born 

population report speaking English 
“not at all.” 

Connect with Latino Organizations! 

The Ohio Latino Affairs Network (OLAnet) 
is a web-based system hosted by the 
Ohio Latino Affairs Commission for the 
purpose of encouraging greater communi-
cation between Latino community organi-
zations, and fostering collaboration across 
the state. 
 
OLAnet has four main components: 
∗ Statewide Directory of Community 

Organizations 
∗ Statewide Calendar of Community 

Events 
∗ Reports Library & Database 
∗ Automated “Alliance Membership” 

system with weekly updates 


