
Dear  
As your constituent, I am writing to express my unequivocal support for the creation of a Human Trafficking felony in the Ohio Revised Code through S.B. 235 and H.B. 493.  S.B. 235 will address this embarrassing gap in our Revised Code by enacting §2905.31 and §2905.32 and modifying current criminal provisions to recognize this new trafficking in persons offense.  We must address not only effective prosecution of traffickers, however, but also protection of victims and prevention of trafficking altogether.  H.B. 493 includes both criminal and civil provisions that address these three important pillars of an effective anti-human trafficking policy.  You have the opportunity to be a champion for vulnerable children by supporting S.B. 235 and H.B. 493.  
Ohio must catch up to the 43 other states, which already have language in-line with the federal definition of human trafficking. The Columbus Dispatch recently reported that human trafficking is a rapidly growing and underreported problem affecting both inner cities and affluent suburbs in Ohio. [1] A new report released by a sub-committee of the Trafficking in Persons Study Commission estimated that over 1000 Ohio children are trafficked within our borders each year for the purpose of sex. [2] According to a Rand Corporation report, Ohio has an alarmingly high number of child sex trafficking cases. [3] 

You have the power to make positive change in the lives of vulnerable children through legislation. S.B. 235 will create a second-degree felony for this horrendous crime against Ohio’s citizens.  Law enforcement officials, prosecutors, and victim’s advocates agree – Ohio badly needs stronger laws addressing human trafficking.  Experts universally expressed this sentiment during the 1st Annual Human Trafficking Awareness Day at the Statehouse in January. [4]  
Will you be a champion for vulnerable children and all those victimized by human trafficking within our state borders?  If so, support the passage of S.B. 235 and H.B. 493.  I trust you, as my representative, to make sure Ohio's laws protect Ohio's children.   
Thank you.

_____________________________________________________________________________________
My Full Name
_____________________________________________________________________________________
My FULL Address and Zip Code 

[1]http://www.dispatchpolitics.com/live/content/local_news/stories/2010/02/11/copy/HUMAN_TRAFFIC.ART_ART_02-11-10_A1_KCGIDS6.html?adsec=politics&sid=101
[2] http://www.ohioattorneygeneral.gov/TraffickingReport
[3] http://www.rand.org/pubs/monographs/MG689/index.html
[4] http://www.youtube.com/user/OhioSenateDemocrats#p/u/0/bDTljdyX-pg  


