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The family unit and a sense of community is the foundation that strengthens Latino communities across Ohio and the 

nation.  In order to build a sense of belonging and to learn how to function in the United States, Latinos rely on the in-

vestment that educators and leaders make in their lives.  Jose Morales Crispin is one of those individuals who are 

building community.  As an educator, a mentor and now a Latino Outreach Liaison in the Sheriffôs Office, Jose shares 

with us what it takes to build meaningful lives for Latinos in Central Ohio.  

ñThe community 

needs to know that 

they have someone 

they can trust, and 

someone who is 

going to watch their 

back.ò 



Until recently, you were teaching in the Whitehall 

School System, what led you to be an educator? 

 

I always wanted to make an impact on youth by not only 

exposing those to different cultures and languages, but 

also to the real world, that was one reason that lead me 

to this role as a teacher. I wanted to be there for the 

students by providing them knowledge and to expand 

their horizons; show them that there is a bigger world 

than the four walls where they learn every day.  

 

What can you share about your heritage? 

 

I was born and raised in Guaynabo, Puerto Rico. Both of 

my parents are Puerto Rican. I have two older sisters 

and a younger brother, and five nephews, so it is a big 

family. 

 

Did you have any key mentors or people who deeply 

influenced who you are? What can you tell us about 

them? 

 

My best mentor has been my mother; she has always 

taught me to fight for what I wanted, and she encouraged 

me to do the right thing and to help others. My teachers 

and professors from high school and college gave me 

another perspective on how I can help our community 

outside the classroom. Their influence lead me to meet 

community leaders from different sectors such as health, 

communications, and from nonprofit after school 

programs. Each one of them helped me gain insight and 

understand different aspects of what needs to be done to 

empower our communities. 

 

Is there any advice you would give to a person who 

is starting out as an educator? 

 

Honestly, to care for your students. If you are willing to 

invest the time to get to know your, students that is going 

to create a bond that will influence them for the rest of 

their lives. I had a teacher in eighth grade, Miss. P®rez; 

to this day, I still have communications with her. She was 

my mentor when I was doing my student-teacher 

experience, and was one of the main reasons why I 

wanted to become an educator. She is one of the people 

I always go back to for advice. If you create that deep 

relationship with your students, something more than 

ñHey, How are you?ò,  if you ask them about how their 

weekends were or how their families are, also what their 

interests are, that is going to create a strong bond 

between you and your students. Sometimes as teachers, 

we do not realize how much influence we have in our 

studentsô lives. We spend so much time in the classroom with 

them. We are role models whether we realize it or not, so we 

need to show them the right way. 

 

Why is it important for you to be a Latino male role model 

for Hispanic youth? 

 

Currently, we live in a society where many of our boys do not 

really get a chance to experience a positive role model, and 

they end up falling through the cracks. We see them going 

through the jail system, or ending up on the streets, or joining 

gangs. I need to be the role model that they need, someone 

they can look up to and tell them that they can do it too if they 

work hard for it. If they can see someone that looks like them, 

and speaks like them, then reaching their goals will be more 

attainable. 
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How important are families and the programs you 

conduct to empower our children? 

 

Families are essential. In order to influence our kids, we 

need to grow services that help the entire family. For 

example, Latinos often have preconceived ideas and 

biases towards law enforcement. Theses ideas come from 

experiences in the past or how media displays law 

enforcement in the country. Helping families understand 

their rights and responsibilities builds trust so they do not 

fear law enforcement but understand how they help to 

keep the community safe. I believe that if we work 

collectively with schools, law enforcement, community 

organizations and with families, we can make a bigger 

impact on more people. That is why it is so important to 

work with the entire family.  

 

What is your current position? Can you describe your 

work? 

 

I am currently the Hispanic Community Outreach 

Engagement Coordinator for the Franklin County Sheriffôs 

Office. Primarily, my responsibilities are to bridge the gap 

between law enforcement and the Hispanic community. I 

get to educate deputies on how to interact with the 

Hispanic community, whether through seminars, or 

classes. On the other hand, I get to promote services the 

Sheriffôs Office offers to the Hispanic community. A key 

component of my role is that I get to reach out to the 

community, understand what their needs are and find a 

way to work collectively to solve those issues. Whether 

through public partnerships with other agencies and 

programs, or by creating new programs, we work hard to 

improve Latinos safety and quality of life. 

 

Can you tell me about a project or accomplishment 

that you consider significant in your career? 

One of our most successful initiatives have been Latino 

Night and it overlaps between my experience working as 

an educator and with the role at the Sheriffôs Department.  

Latino Night is a Hispanic community resource fair that 

takes place in Whitehall, OH. At this event, we bring 

resources and/or agencies that both want to work with the 

Hispanic community or already works in the community 

and we bring them together with schools to host the event. 

We have services and resources ranging from health, law 

enforcement, after-school programs, food pantries, and 

legal services. The event is a way for parents to receive 

information regarding the different services within our 

community while kids are able to participate in fun 

activities. During this time, parents can relax, allow the 

kids to play while they receive the services and actually 

ask the questions they need. This will be the third year for 

the event; the first year we had over 30 organizations and 

over 200 people. Last year, we had almost 50 

organizations and around 450 people attended. The event 

takes place during Hispanic Heritage Month and this year 

it is on October 11. 

 

ñWe want 

these kids to 

feel 

empowered 

and 

accomplished 

so that they 

can take on the 

world.ò 
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