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Minutes of the Board Meeting 
Microsoft TEAMS 
February 09, 2021 

1:30 pm 
 

Attendance 
 

Commissioners Present                               Commissioners Absent 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Staff Present       Legislative Members Present 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Call to Order 
 
Chair Lopez calls meeting to order at 1:34 pm.  The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag is  
recited.  

 
Call of the Roll 
 
There are 7 Commissioners present, thus constituting quorum. 

 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Chair Lopez presents the previous meeting’s minutes to the Board for review and  
approval.   

 
Motion #02-01-2021 
A motion to approve the minutes is presented by  Commissioner Gregory Guzman.  It was 
seconded by Commissioner Daniel Molina.  Vote 7-0.  Motion carries. 

Manuel Lopez, Chair 
Elizabeth Bowman 
Gregory Guzman 
Michael Florez 
 

Daniel Molina 
Anthony Simms-Howell 
Jose Feliciano Jr. 
 

Dr. Elena Foulis, Excused 
Mary Santiago, Excused 
Rev. Juan Rivera 

Lilleana Cavanaugh, Executive Director 
Carly McCain, Public Policy Officer 
Lair Marin, Community Liaison 
Madeline Lanese, Vista, ODC 
Cherrell Miller, Vista, Social Media Coordinator 
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Chair’s Report 
 
Chair Lopez reports on the upcoming COVID-19 Townhall for the Latino Community. This event will take 
place on February 23rd at 6:30 pm and will include a robust group of Community influencers.  The  
townhalls will be streamed via social media and the Ohio Channel.  Medical experts and Health professio-
nals will provide information about the vaccine.  There will also be townhalls for the African American 
Community, Asian and Pacific Islanders and Rural Ohioans.   
 
Chair Lopez encourages Board members to help us build the audience for the townhall and confirms with 
Director Cavanaugh that more detailed information will be shared with commissioners. 
 

Agency Report 
 
Director Cavanaugh provides a general overview of the activities during December 2020 and January 2021. 
She provides an review of the biennial budget submission by the Governor's office to the legislature with  a 

recommendation for $464,000, which is a win for the commission in the sense that it represents a small 

increase which will take the commission to its budget prior to the COVID-19 mandates cuts.  

The major highlights in regards to the activity of the last two months includes the completion of the action 

plan for the commission’s work with the Ohio Opioid Alliance.  The team also met with the Office of Work-

force Transformation to review their key programs in career and technology fields and discuss how we 

might be able to promote these opportunities in the Latino community.  

Director Cavanaugh reports on the “Promotoras de Salud” (Community Health Workers) Webinars.  This 

will be a series we are launching in collaboration with the Mental Health Technical Assistance Centers. And 

in this regard the Commission is a trailblazer; this is the first time that a program of this nature is going to 

be offered in Ohio targeting the Latino community.  We are also pleased to partner with an entity which 

connects us to the federal government.  

Carly McCain has been working on the civic engagement strategy which will be presented later today to 

the board for approval. And she is also beginning to build the strategy to increase our engagement with 

legislators. Part of this work includes building a database to identify the legislators that have high Latino 

demographics in their areas, as well as identifying legislators who serve on different committees that are 

relevant to the work of the Commission.  Carly will continue to work with the Policy and Advocacy Com-

mittee to build the outreach plan.   Finally, she is working with Executive Director Cavanaugh on our bien-

nial budget defense.   

The Latino community network under the leadership of Lair Marin-Marcum continues to do a lot of work in 

regards to the pandemic response. A weekly e-news and resource email is sent to our networks with pan-

demic and other relevant  information for community organizations. And we continue to have an increased 

number of constituent inquiries, most of them related to the pandemic. We've also seen a spike on the job 

posting opportunities. 

On the administrative front, we have received our new staff computers and we will be working with the IT 

Department to get the new equipment in the hands of our team as soon as possible.  
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Commissioner Molina requests the floor to make a statement regarding the report.  He highlights the bien-

nial budget proposal as introduced by the Governor for the commission and makes mention of the inclusion 

of this commission within the organizational chart of the Governor’s office, which is a first and definitely 

worthy of praise for the team. 

Motion #02-02-2021 
Chair Lopez asks for a motion to accept the Agency Report.  Commissioner Tony Simms Howell motions for 
the agency report to be accepted as given.  Second by Commissioner Michael Florez.  Vote 7-0. Motion  
passes. 
 
Chair Lopez proceeds to the next item of business, the fiscal report.  

 
Fiscal Report 
Director Cavanaugh presents the fiscal report since Vice Chair Foulis is not present at the meeting and re-
ports that the financials continue to follow the same trends as in previous months.  The Commission conti-
nues to be under-budget due to the limited activities during the pandemic which is clearly reflected on the 
operational expenses of the line item 148321-520.   Outreach, travel and events have been cut and this 
trend of low to zero expenditures in these costs will remain the same for most of the fiscal year. So, overall, 
we are in hitting the targets with the understanding that we are going to be spending a lot less money this 
year, then what we have in the past.  
 
Commissioner Molina inquires about the budget projections for next fiscal year and if there is any infor-
mation regarding possible savings, and whether we know if meetings will continue to be held remotely. Di-
rector Cavanaugh responds that the commission has not received information regarding savings, and ex-
plains that although our agency may not be incurring higher costs, the pandemic itself has produced a de-
crease in revenue and an increase in costs through many other sectors of state government.  Furthermore, 
for the time being, all agencies will continue to work remotely and it is possible there will be certain posi-
tions that may remain virtual even after the pandemic.  Director Cavanaugh also made mention of a 
meeting she held with property management for a survey underway to review and consider space needs 
throughout the entire state enterprise. 
 
Commissioner Michael Florez asks about potential legislation (Senator Theresa Fedor) in regards to the con-
tinuation of remote meetings and asks if Carly can please continue to track this legislation and maintain the 
board informed. 
 

Motion #02-03-2021 
Chair Lopez requests a motion to accept the fiscal report as of January 30 as given.  Commissioner Daniel 
Molina motions to accept the fiscal report.  Seconded by Commissioner Michael Florez. Vote 7-0. Motion 
passes. 
 

Old Business 
 
Executive Director Cavanaugh reminds commissioners that State of Ohio email accounts have been issued 
for those who requested them and asks anyone who has questions or problems to direct those to her atten-
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tion.  She also reminds commissioners that through their State of Ohio email, they will receive reminders for 
any required trainings.  Chair Lopez asks if we can provide a complete list of required trainings for commis-
sioners and Executive Director Cavanaugh will work with the new administrative profesional to send this list 
to the commissioners. 

 
New Business 
 
With approval from the Executive Committee and clearance from our Attorney General, Director Cavanaugh 
provides an overview of the Franklin County Equity Advisory Board mission and seeks final Board approval 
for our participation.  This Equity Council seeks to address racism and its impact in Franklin County and re-
quests participation from partners like the Commission to identify Community priorities and unmet needs.  
Their mission is to support and collaborate with partners to improve the quality of life for communities of 
color and vulnerable populations. 

 
Motion #02-04-2021 
Chair Lopez requests a motion to approve the participation of Executive Director Cavanaugh on behalf of 
the commission on the Franklin County Equity Advisory Board.  Commissioner Dan Molina motions to grant 
permission. Seconded by Commissioner Gregory Guzman. Vote 7-0. Motion passes. 
 
Chair Lopez grants the floor to Executive Director Lilleana Cavanaugh to present the OCHLA 2021 Strategic 
Priorities to the  Board for approval.  She states that previous discussions have taken place regarding the 
strategic priorities and all commissioners have received a copy of the document and have been provided 
with time to provide feedback and seek clarification.   
 

Motion #02-05-2021 
Chair Lopez requests a motion to approve the OCHLA 2021 Strategic Priorities.   Commissioner Beth Guz-
man-Bowman motions approval.  Seconded by Commissioner Jose Feliciano Jr.  Vote 7-0. Motion passes. 
 
Chair Lopez grants the floor to Public Policy Office McCain to present the OCHLA Testimony Process.  This 
refined advocacy strategy stems from the civic engagement policy and advocacy committee, through the 
Public Policy Center to create an efficient, effective streamlined strategy to consider testimony on potential 
legislation that we see fit and appropriate for the commission. Having this process in place allows us to  be-
come more proactive and responsive while still holding adequate and effective communication with the 
board.  Commissioner Michael Florez requests clarification on the process and asks if the legislature is ac-
cepting virtual testimony.  Carly confirms that at this time testimony is in person with safe distancing and 
COVID guidelines. However, written testimony is also being accepted.   
 

Motion #02-06-2021 
Chair Lopez requests a motion to approve the OCHLA Testimony Process.   Commissioner Michael Florez  
motions approval.  Seconded by Commissioner Dan Molina.  Vote 7-0. Motion passes. 
 
Chair Lopez reminds commissioners about the financial disclosure filings which are required for all Board 
members. Each commissioner received information from the office on how to complete their filings and if 
there are any questions, please reach out to the Executive Director.  Our goal is to complete the filings by 
April 15, 2021, although the final deadline is May 17, 2021. 
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Committee Reports: 
 
Chair Lopez asks Commissioners to report on their respective committees.  Health Committee Chair Eliza-
beth Guzman-Bowman briefly describes the work underway to support the COVID-19 response throug 
outreach, education, constituent services and the support the Commission is providing to State agencies. 
Additionally, the committee will focus on the 2021 Latino Affairs Summit which will be scheduled for  
November 2021 and informs that they will work with the Education and Workforce Committees to coordi-
nate this event. Finally, she provides a brief report on the Promotoras de Salud Webinars that will begin in 
the month of March and the work with the Ohio Opioids Education Alliance.  
 
The Education Committee’s report was presented by Public Policy Officer Carly McCain who outlined the 
key priorities for the year, including the 2020 Latino Affairs Summit, Biliteracy Seal and programs to support 
Heritage Learners. She summarized her work with the Whole Child Initiative through the Ohio Department 
of Education. 
 
Commissioner Dan Molina reports on behalf of the Workforce and Economic Development Committee and 
outlines the strategy focused on collaboration with the Small Business Administration, the Bureau of Wor-
kers Compensation, reaching out to the office of Workforce Transformation and continuing the work with 
the Hispanic Chambers of Commerce.  The committee will continue to work to support Workforce develop-
ment to build awareness about programs and resources, especially for the skilled tardes and technical ca-
reers. 
 
Public Policy McCain reported on the discussions of the Policy and Advocacy Committee, particularly related 
to the testimony process.  The committee is also working on the strategy to connect and build relationships 
with legislators, starting with our legislative representatives to the Board and strategically expanding to 
areas of the State with high Latino demographics.  Additionally, she reports on the regular updates being 
issued by the Public Policy Center and makes mention of the plans for the Legislative Visit Day, slated for 
September 22, 2021 and contingent on the status of COVID –19 Health Orders regarding meetings and  
gatherings. 
 
Community Liaison reports on behalf of Commissioner Mary Santiago on the DHO plan for this year and up-
dates the Board on possible alternatives to recognize DHO awardees since due to the pandemic major 
events are not posible this year.   She reports on the project in Lorain to build a memorial at Oakwood Park 
to honor Latino Military Service men and women and  it is slated to take place in 2022.  This project could 
present a potential collaboration opportunity for the Commission.  Any other ideas for future DHO Gala 
events are welcome and  Commissioner Santiago encourages Board members to share any ideas with her or 
the team. 
 

Motion #02-07-2021 
Chair Lopez requests a motion to move to Public Commentary.  Commissioner Beth Guzman makes the mo-
tion and it is seconded by Commissioner Michael Florez.  Vote 7-0. Motion passes. 
 

Public Commentary: 
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There are not guests during public commentary.  

Motion #02-08-2021 
Chair Lopez requests a motion to adjourn.  Motion moved by Commissioner Michael Florez. Seconded by 

Commissioner Dan Molina.  Vote 7-0. Motion passes. Board meeting adjourned by Chair Lopez at 2:40 pm. 

 

_____________________________    _____________________________________ 

Signature and Date      Signature and Date 

Manuel Lopez, Chair      Elizabeth Bowman, Secretary 

 

February 09, 2021 

 Motions Carried 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

February 09, 2021—Attachments 

 

 

Motion # 02.01.2021 To approve the December Board Meeting Minutes. 

Motion # 02.02.2021 To approve the December and January Agency Report as submitted. 

Motion # 02.03.2021 To approve the Fiscal Report as of January 30, 2021 as submitted. 

Motion # 02.04.2021 To approve the participation of Executive Director Cavanaugh on the 
Franklin County Equity Advisory Board. 

Motion # 02.05.2021 To approve the OCHLA 2021 Strategic Priorities. 

Motion # 02.06.2021 To approve the OCHLA Testimony Process. 

Motion # 02.07.2021 To move to Public Commentary. 

Motion # 02.08.2021 To adjourn the meeting. 

DOCUMENT AUTHOR 

December and January Agency Reports Executive Director Cavanaugh 

Fiscal Report ending January, 2021 Executive Director Cavanaugh 

2021 Strategic Priorities  Executive Director Cavanaugh 

2021 Testimony Process PPC Officer Carly McCain 

Franklin County Public Health Council letter Theresa Seagraves, MPA, CTTS 
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